Rex v. Elizabeth Gaunt and others
And what she sa7$ of her trial is very true, for Mr Justice
Wythens, Jeffreys' jackal, challenged his master's record for
bullying, and when the Recorder was for ruling that she
might say more and call witnesses as Cornish had been
allowed to do, Wythens, as we have seen, entered his caveat
and called for her conviction.
" As concerning my fact, as it is called, alas! it is but a
little one and might well become a prince to forgive; but
he that sheweth no mercy shall find none : and I may say
of it in the language of Jonathan, I did but taste a little honey,
and lo, I must die for it; I did but relieve a poor unworthy
and distressed family, and lo, I must die for it. I desire in
the Lamb-like will, to forgive all that are concerned and to
say, Lord, lay it not to their charge. But I fear and believe
that when he comes to make inquisition for blood, mine will
be found at the door of the furious judge who, because I
could not remember things through my dauntedness at
Burton's wife's and daughter's witness, and my ignorance,
took advantage thereat and would not hear me, when I had
called to mind that which I am sure would have invalidated
their evidence ; and though he granted some things of the
same nature to another, yet he granted it not to me."
It is perhaps providential that evil rulers have an instinct
for evil deeds, outraging the public conscience and so in due
course hastening their own destruction. It is equally pro-
vidential perhaps that state-craft is a craft immune from the
power of understanding and applying the lessons of history.
To burn a good, religious woman at Tyburn, obviously
because of her faith rather than for any crime to the State,
since they pardoned a foul fellow already outlawed to secure
her conviction, to do this in the sight of a generation
" brought up on Foxe's Book of Martyrs" as Trevelyan
reminds us, was an outstanding example of the habitual
incapacity of tyranny.
However, it was done, and that none might miss the sight
and fail to be impressed by the policy of the last of the Stuarts
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